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A voyage to North America, which is now accomplished by air in little
more than a day,, then took nine weeks. During that slow progress our
spiritual heroine had more to do than to make plans for her life work. The
plague, as it was called, broke out among the passengers, and with the zeal
that ever urged her to do good, Margaret devoted all her energies to the
temporal and ever spiritual welfare of the sick. Even after landing, she
continued these ministrations for a time among the sick poor in and around
Ville Marie, to the great benefit of those concerned.
In the matter of elementary education, her first beginnings were at a
school erected for the children of the garrison. So successful did it prove,
that others were formed on its model, and a number of " postulants " were
organized on the lines of a Religious Congregation. The Catechetical part
of the instruction seems to have been modelled on the " Sulpician Method,"
which about this time was introduced into " New France " by the Fathers
of M. Olier's famous Congregation of Saint Sulpice. The expansion of the
work threw immense and almost unprecedented labours on M. Bourgeoys.
For she had not only to traverse many miles in her adopted country across
regions infested by savage beasts and often more savage Iroquois Indians,
but the difficulties of her mission also involved several sea journeys back to
France to obtain more novices, and even to interest the mighty Louis XIV
in the cause she had at heart. A royal decree gave her permission to teach
anywhere in Canada.
One of these painful overseas expeditions was made necessary owing to
the absence of the Bishop of Quebec in France. Margaret was convinced
that the time had come for her Sisterhood and its Rule to obtain that formal
approbation of the Ordinary required in such cases, but her troubles did
not end with this matter. After her return, she*had to resist various attempts
made to merge her community with that of the Ursulines, The very nature
of the work of the new Congregation with its simple vows, absence of veils,
and " non enclosure," necessitated it being something quite apart.
In 1683 a special school for teaching Indian girls was opened at Mont
Royal, a mission under The Fathers of St Sulpice. Just as Our Lady is
piously believed to have assisted the Apostles after the Ascension of her
divine Son, to make His Gospel known, so the Congregation de Notre Dame
de Montreal aided the scattered missions of " New France " in all that
related to the Christian instruction of the rising generation.
With the extraordinary development of her Foundation there came to
its Foundress the conviction that her long and heavy task might with advan-
tage be handed on to another and younger member, and so, in 1693, she
resigned her Superiorship. The last seven years of her life were devoted to
encouraging her Sisters in Religion in their holy vocation, and in committing
to writing these sacred counsels and wise admonitions which have ever since